FOR UAE PARENTS

[ anannt | The AP Guide for UAE Parents

Cost, credit and registration for Advanced Placement

A four year US degree can cost a UAE family a great deal. One AP exam costs a fraction of that, and the right few
APs can take real money off the final bill. This guide explains how AP works, what it costs in the UAE, and how to
use it well. Any grade from 9 to 12 can start, from any curriculum.

© WnhatAPis

Advanced Placement, or AP, is a set of college level courses and exams run by the College Board, the same US body behind
the SAT. There are around forty subjects. A student studies a subject over a year, then sits one standard exam, usually in
May, scored from 1to 5. Many US universities, and universities in several other countries, accept a good score as evidence of
college level work. Your child does not need to be in an American school: students from IB, British, CBSE and other curricula
sit APs too, as extra proof of depth in the subjects that matter for their intended degree.

Q What one AP exam costs in the UAE

Fees are set by the College Board in US dollars. The dirham is pegged at about AED 3.6725 to USD 1, so the dirham figures
are steady. A school can add its own charge, which is why the total you pay varies.

ITEM usb AED (APPROX) NOTES
AP exam, outside the US 129 about 474 College Board fee for the 2027 exams.
AP exam, in US or Canada 99 about 364 For reference. Most UAE families pay the

outside the US fee.

School administration or proctoring varies varies Why families typically pay under AED
1,000 per exam in total.

Late order fee 40 about 147 Per exam, orders 14 Nov 2026 to 12 Mar
2027.

Unused or cancelled exam 40 about 147 Per exam, if an ordered exam is not
taken.

On time ordering deadline for schools: 13 November 2026 for the May 2027 exams (exam windows 3 to 7 May and 10 to 14 May 2027). College
Board notes schools may charge more than the base fee to cover administration, and fees at authorised test centres outside the US can vary.
Confirm the exact amount with the school's AP coordinator.

e The two purposes of an AP

First, your child finds out whether they actually like a subject. An AP goes close to first year university depth, so a student
can test whether they enjoy the real thing before committing a whole degree to it. Second, a university sees whether your
child can perform. A strong AP score in a relevant subject is clear evidence that a student can do college level work in the
major they are applying for. It is one of the clearest signals a student from any curriculum can send.

Anannt Education Dubai +97158 585 3551 India (Pune) +91 96076 03939 anannt.ae AP Guide for UAE Parents Page 10f 4



0 How US college credit and placement work

AP exams are scored 1to 5. The College Board describes the scores like this:

3 4 5

Qualified Well qualified Extremely well qualified
Often the lowest score some universities Accepted more widely, often for credit, The strongest score, accepted most
will consider. though policies differ. widely.

Credit means the university counts the AP as a course already completed, so the student does not take and pay for it again.
Placement means the student can skip an introductory course and start higher, but may not reduce the number of courses
needed to graduate. Some universities give credit, some placement only, some neither, and many cap how many AP credits
they accept. Each university sets its own policy, so check before you count on it, using the College Board credit policy search
on the last page.

Suppose a student scores 5 on Calculus BC, Chemistry and Microeconomics. At one

illustrative university, each earns credit for a first year course, so the student skips three intro courses; if that university
charges by the course or lets the student finish a semester early, the family saves the cost of those courses. At another
university the same three 5s might give placement only, with no fee saving. The scores are the same. The outcome depends
entirely on the university's policy.

© How AP can lower the cost of a US degree

A four year US undergraduate degree can cost a UAE family roughly AED 700,000 to 1.2 million for the full four years
(Labhesh Lodha's estimate; the real figure depends heavily on the university and on financial aid). AP lowers that bill through
credit: when a university grants credit for qualifying scores, the student does not pay for those courses again. That can let
them skip introductory courses, add a minor or a double major without extra time, or in some cases graduate a semester or
more early. The money saved is the cost of the courses, or the term, they no longer pay for.

About five APs scored 4 or 5 could save roughly AED 150,000 to 200,000 across a US degree. This is

an estimate from experience, not a guaranteed figure. The actual saving depends entirely on each university's credit policy,
including how many AP credits it accepts and whether it gives credit or placement. Treat it as a reason to plan AP properly,
not as a promise.
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@ How to register for AP in the UAE

In the UAE, students do not register with the College Board directly. You register through a school that runs AP exams, using
its AP coordinator.

o If the school offers AP: ask the AP coordinator for the join code for each AP class in My AP, the College Board student
portal. The coordinator orders the exams. This is the simplest route.

If the school does not offer AP: your child can still sit exams at another authorised school. Search the AP Course Ledger by
country and city for AP authorised schools near you (link on the last page).

Call the schools you find and ask for the AP coordinator. Ask whether they accept external students, which subjects they
run, and what they charge. Have more than one option.

Start early. Schools set their own internal deadlines, often weeks before the College Board's. The on time ordering deadline
for schools is 13 November 2026 for the May 2027 exams.

Test centres: the College Board's list of authorised standalone test centres has no centre in the UAE; for the Middle East it
points to Amideast in Jordan. In practice the school route above is how UAE students sit AP.

Which APs to consider by intended major

Choose subjects linked to the intended major, and that your child genuinely enjoys. A starting point, not a fixed list:

INTENDED MAJOR AP COURSES WORTH CONSIDERING

Engineering Calculus AB or BC, Physics C: Mechanics, Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism,
Chemistry

Computer Science Computer Science A, Calculus BC, Statistics, Computer Science Principles

Economics or Business Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Calculus AB or BC, Statistics

Medicine, life sciences (pre-med) Biology, Chemistry, Statistics, Calculus. US medicine is a graduate degree; some

medical schools have their own rules on AP credit, so check.
Psychology, social sciences Psychology, Statistics, and a history such as US History or World History
Humanities English Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition, and a history

Admissions officers read rigour in context: what APs the school offers, and whether your child took a sensible, focused set, not simply how
many. Do not chase volume.
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I 8. Timeline, Grades 9 to 12

Grade 9 Grade 10
Explore. Many schools do not offer AP in Grade 9. If yours One or two APs, in the strongest and most enjoyed subjects.
does and your child is ready, one AP in a genuinely strong This is where you start to see where the real interest lies.

subject is plenty. No rush.

Grade 11 Grade 12

The main AP year for most students. Take the core APs linked APs still count for credit and placement even when scores
to the intended major. Scores from the May of Grade 11 can be arrive after applications, and colleges still see the course on
reported on applications. the transcript. Keep going.

College Board notes most students take AP in Grades 11 or 12, and a student can sit an AP exam in any grade. Keep the plan focused on the
major and on subjects your child enjoys, rather than on piling up exams.

| 9. Common mistakes to avoid

X Taking too many APs to look impressive, instead of a focused set tied to the major.
X Choosing APs by which looks easiest, rather than by the intended major and genuine interest.
X Registering late, after the mid November order deadline, and paying the late fee or missing a seat.

X Assuming every university gives credit for every qualifying score. Many cap credits or give placement only.

| 10. How Anannt helps

Anannt Education is a Dubai based team that works with UAE families on AP and US university admissions: AP subject
preparation and planning, choosing which APs fit the intended major, the practical side of registration (including helping
families find an AP coordinator or an AP school route), and US admissions counselling and profile building. A free AP planning
call is a short, honest conversation about which APs make sense for your child and how to register in the UAE. Office 105,
Bank Street Building, BurJuman, Dubai.

| Sources

AP exam fees: apstudents.collegeboard.org/exam-policies-guidelines/exam-fees

AP exam dates: apstudents.collegeboard.org/exam-dates

AP score scale: apstudents.collegeboard.org/about-ap-scores/ap-score-scale-table

AP credit policy search: apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
Registering for AP exams: apstudents.collegeboard.org/register-for-ap-exams

AP Course Ledger: apcourseaudit.inflexion.org/ledger

AP course index: apstudents.collegeboard.org/course-index-page

A focused few APs, in subjects your child enjoys, beat a long WhatsApp Dubal +97158 585 3551

list. WhatsApp India +9196076 03939
Want help planning your child's APs and how to register in the UAE? Book a free AP anannt.ae
planning call with Anannt.
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